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|, TO THE| REV. n.\qr,ui' EMERSON, D. D.
‘Professor in | the T heologtcal nary,
| Dear Briother—I  once more return ‘1o,
your 5th letter, which gontais matter of
the greatesl. iipportance ; and, if [the senu-
| mentsl‘_thcr vanced are cor gtéll, as I
before saidy the ulmlitiunisla relAvrong | in
the measurs they bave adopted:| You sLiy,
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spirit whic lems to he roysed at thie north,
many mmore t{ Mg!ngggﬁnﬁlgé/mt: W Hw lonm-
ed and thausands ang® Wns o
who have nllwrlo felt a/grent
difference . to | the subject of
give in th i names/nnd becy me effic sient
| helpers in {lig cause. | T° have | o c:m«mdlly
heen calle o adires s an ass l* ly of my
fellow eiti nH il the towins adjacent to my
oWwn place 'queaulen e,and with the fecble’
powers of *traunsmn which |1 possess, 1
Imvu not mLed in n single linstance, | of
l)i mgmg SO calm and consic e ale men to
feel it théir/duty.to join our ranks, ITa some
instances tle/iimber has heen| donbled :md

-

,qumlluplet i) the aesm jtions|which al

| dy éxisted. )’ 11 do not believe tliat the pre-
sé/m state of fecling would everl(have bLn
’/produu’d igqniout cothbined agtipn 5 and if
'slavery is é}i abalished o thys mm'lry', it
' will be owing fto the inflience | pt forth by

-

n
I anti-slaver éishetlés. In what way has ska-
very been bp'lsheﬂ in the l}qn ish West In-
dies? You will sny by b action of
Parkament, | Trug, v]u what Jed Parliament
| to take this step?  Ianswer, |t e voice of
the P eople, (to use yaur own gl quont Jan-
aquage)“ tha vou-e lofig so sln{ll so ¢lear, so
unbroken, pr d in power like: th eouml of
many - wit 18,” 1 has at length beed i ard
above thie din'and clamor witlf which inter-
ested men er leavored to drown it. | Bat
what has  niluced the peupie}d the grcat
' Empire to jutter this voice so tedly ? . I
answer the organized societies of the aboli-
tionists. i‘hbre wzmul perioil wf' :n a death-
Hlike silence as| to the | wronus atfd woes of
| the slsves nle igned in Great Britajn. But a
few warm-hearted Christian | Philanthro-
| pists, suclins Wilbgiiforce, Clagkson, An-
.| drew Thompson, Buxton, Stevens, McCau-
ley and others of thie sume s,pxut formed
themselves into & sogiety. |They denounc-
ed the systém of Colonial. sinver’y as unjust
and oppressive.  Thiy collected a mass of
evidence réspecting the atrocities of'llw sys-
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commisserl werd excited wh to
further enquiry, and | nnlly'l»rlxigln out the
majority of the natior agninst thy ul)nn'lin’:l-
tion&, The : ' ' °sue¢l.Jld"rc

0 stﬂpe process was piu

which isin v ey had | the
same difficulties to epcounter|th at incet us
il this countly. There was ‘ah imumense
atmount of inferest ‘einbodied agninst them
in the mother|country. - The, riends of] the
slave wer terly denounced as troublers
of the land: | 1here names were fast out as
18 were pl‘bv.urg':d] from | the
agistrates in thel islands to
prove thi st of |the aurgcities which |
were bronghtto view, were *abglition lies
in a word, [sir] every ting was dpune which
intérest and |selfishness and pridi: could ef-
fect, to keep| fhe :natipn quiet, and destroy
the ‘effort u*lf!rl e Philuhropisis. 10 there
had been md [drganization, the pro-slavery
party would Bave trigmphed. | half do-
zen | individunls: woulld have [been  driven
| from the fjel zt‘ml silenced. |There \:}oul(l

planters and

{ . v . .
not have leen any pyblic mcetibgs, if" there
had not been nssocijtions. . [There

; l()llld
have heen{ nolapportynity to spirdml the most

appalling i heart-rending fucts [N.‘fd’l‘lt': the
commiunitly i a fornd which deffed the| base

assaults o Mese printe ]
movers, as{théy are ¢ I!teh, wn_mcl to know
on what they! could depiend 5 they wished
.| for an expression of |the public mind, and
| they objniped it by tl eir public meetings. -1
| think thatthe sameobjection agaii anti-sla-
s very soc;li'eQ which you  bring formard,
| y might have ieen urged against temperance
V| societies. | Tndeed, they were trged by the
z L opposers.|  And lm‘\l I wouldlask, it you
- | can suppose | that such c({«:cts wonld have
l"hecu produced in the commungly if there
0 ' hiad been|no associations. | Didjvot ccclesi-
 astical bodies pass sirong resolions in fu-
1| vor of terhnerance, and difl not| they sound

men.
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temperanks b v AILlE Sas, done to.
check the sig, until/the veltunia asqoﬁmtwni
principle | commenced.  Not & firg was,
quenclied 1 Tlern (HTnllery, nofla grog shop,
discontintied in a village, until the temper-
once refarmers took ligh grou
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making and vending
spiritsyand the «lunlJ
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| of ardent
ing of it to, as a beve- |

rage, n mpral evil. | This at fif t crented a |
great ferment and led men to jexamine the
subject in & new light, and the resilt has
been mo h&appy. freely admit that there

i |

was some 8 ) slavery l?c-l
| | Juvery socie-
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sed resoltions disapproving of
and the famjous declaration o i the General
' f the Presbytevian Charch, to
y aboli-

, /as refractory members, Butto
what purpose was that declaration 7  Min-
isters and lay delegates who posed that

body, returned home and added to the num-



r of their slaves and continued to buy and |
l'-iuftho?" arket as belfi . Tt i avident.
p . Courtgsy of | useu ringfie! story, ‘Sptrin ent
aclgjmattﬁg’;"- 0D %:( ::ﬁ“ei{'y cﬁ#'ﬁ'{ i
tipu as agers nullity, ¢ vox et preterea nihil.’
\M&qu. how they quurrel with it now, and |
.}tlfren en 10 nullify, if . the asembly shél’ re-

assert what they once asserted.” They now
‘come out openly in defence of slavery, and
no Preshytery within a slave statey dares to
act| itpou that jgrave declaration of the' Gen-
eral Assembly.. ¢ [ put the gnestion to you,
and i you shall deigiy to make a rejoinder to
‘me, you may answex.it if-you please, would
it he }my geeat breach of charity to sy that
the slave holding mémbers of that Generul

Asgembly were either “insincere or self-de-
ceiped” ip that declaration 2 “The constien-
| ces of slaveholders were not disturbed in
' the least by this funous act of the General
Assembly. | Itis probable that not one in
a thdusaul ever heard of.it, * It is almost

comrientod on it in"their pulpits.  They
were satjgfied 1o have it _appear upon their
minutes, becuusge it would tell well fn their
favor on tjloe other side of the Atlantic, | and.
in the noithern states, where as you say, no
|.pra slavetly man could be supposed to exist.
111 the ministers had brought up that declara-
tion for discussion, every slaveholder-in the
! ehureh would have revolted froni theirmin:
istny. No, my dear Sir, the consciences of
slaveholders” 'were not disturbed until the:
“abolitionists began to spread before the coms
munity the sin of holding rhen as inere ¢hat-
tels. So'long as th(—}re remuined a practical
Citidifference 1o the subject, in thes religious
community, they remained at ease. 8o did
Herod under the prkaching oft John while
he confined his discocrse to generals ;| but
when he attacked his (lm'liugliusm, aud de-
 nounced the judgment of God ‘against him,
hie manifested Lis displeasure,

certain that the ministersidid not undertake
to enforce it, neither is it probable that /they:



Wi | Ye téll sln\T’ehulders .Umt.mey-. are )
sifining a whgt God 'by trafficipg v human
flesh, we Btinmons ap a - withess™ i their
owin bospms. which exceedingly annays
thiem, and leads ihem to inquire if these
things arg so.  You may be ready ta ask
why they! have not found out the iniquity of
‘theéir conduct béfore this? I ask in return,’!
why goo(l men of the north have not fonud
it gut long'ngo? They were: not blinded
by{interest, and therefere were less likely to
rethain quiet.,”' The influence of wealth in
d{r wroying thesensibility of conscience is
kpown to_every observer. Notling per-
vli,ﬁﬁs has a\mm'e powerful influence - 1o
blinding the \mind than skivery. = Johun
Newton 'mad(\:‘%ree voyages 1o the coast of

Africa and Kidnapped  three eargoes.of hu-
inan beings and' sold_them  intor . perpetoal
sluvery, afier he beeifine a  Christian § and
he never once sugpected the unlawinlness
of the n':aﬂiv,_uulii he chaneed to light upon
Clarksow’s traet, setting forth the iniguity of
the slave trikle, - I verily belicve lhcrt?, are
many gopd'men who still Lolil theiy fidlow
beings in bondage aud still sirive to think/it
is rightt 1 My charity will allowane to  go
, great lengthsdn” reference to these men.—
. But I believe further, that  these'men will
tnot longsustain the relation they now hold
| to their slaves.  They are troubled inf miid,
n(\IJI'tIIB rvjclg!i(‘t's created by a ‘llmn;snn(l
circumstances begin 1o give way. "'l hey
{ ngin to [read |extensively the discussions
which e going om at the north, Irritated
and vexed, [ admitjthey may be, and they
will joinlin the abuse which is every where
poured forih against the abolitionists, by the
apologists for slavery at the north 5 -but still
they will read and yonder, and we have the
most satisfactary évidence that numbers of
this eharacter, in l‘lne glave States, are on
| our side already, and many more are o the




point of foruing to thietruth. I Sir, “ ¥ the,
beau idgall] AL SO S0t 1S RS lone
hefore your mind in respect 1o tlie mode in
which we may exert the best and strongest
influence in favor of emancipation,” "had
one half of the reality, which you suppose.it
has, good men at the south woeuld soon he
wholly on our side, & would raise’thein voi-
ces “clear and shrill’ against this ¢ nmnslrous
offspring and curse of sin.” I thauk 'vou
for the definitions I Jike it much, h'lnis
u heau ideal” shall furnish matter for a| fu-
ire letter. . With sincere respect, your
(riend and brother, S. Oscoup.
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